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1.=—Fortian Poixrics. 
The Basumali of the 10th August writes as follows:— — 
May ite poe e ana, an African Chief, is n 
The lament of an African Chief. Acra. From the highest pit 
has now fallen into the lowest. abyss of poverty. | n 
Diamond Jubilee, he wrote as follows to the Consul :— sates Fon hadi 
“Consul, remember that I am not an ordinary man. I am Wee ma, 
and I never gave up my territory before. But your Worships one day fit don 
my capital, and there was a co tion. 1 believed that I was a great 
king ; that my territory was large, and that it was secure againstinvasion. But 
I have been taught a lesson, I have lost my territory; my treasure ; my arms. 
My capital is now a desert. I do not know where my subjects are, and you 
have put most of my relatives to the sword. I hear that your Queen is going to 
make a great display because she has reigned longer than all other kings and 
queens. Pray, take pity on me. I ask your Queen's favour.” . ee 
These are not brave, but sincere words, coming from the heart of a 


barbarous Chief. 


} ei “ge 2 5 1 f 


II. —Houu ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) — Police. 


2. The Charu Mihir of the 8th August has not yet been able to learn 

a what measures the Inspector-General of Police has 

en in Mynenage. decided to adopt for the suppression of badmashi 

in Mymensingh, in consultation with Mr. Roe. Spread of education will reduce 

the crime, but that will take a long time. Alertness on the part of the police 

will do much to mitigate the evil for the present. The police was on the alert 

under the late District Superintendent, Mr. Thomas, and the result was that 

badmashes disappeared from many places. The writer requests Mr. Roe to call 

a Conference of the zamindars. The evil will be much mitigated if the 
zamindars work in concert with the Magistrate, 

3. The Sansodhini of ry — * Ac 7 lains that certain Musalm * 

„ of Kharandwip and Sripur, in Chittagong, publicl 
N — anner ee — on the rablio road on the north of 
the Kharandwip Middle Vernacular School. The 
District Magistrate should oe a stop to this practice. : 

4, Referring to Mr. Bolton’s reply to Raja Ranajit Singh's interpella- 
tion in the Bengal Council on the subject of the 
outrages on women in the Mymensingh district 
the Sanjivant of the 10th August says that all 
Bengal is glad, and the residents of the Mymensingh district, in ape 
are grateful to Sir John Woodburn to hear that His Honour has made special 
arrangements for the protection of female honour in that district. It is to 
be hoped that badmasnes will at last disappear from Mymensingh and that 
the residents of the district will be onve more able to live in peace. The 
badmashes who have lately appeared in other districts and are committing 
oppression on women will also take a lesson from the treatment their fellow- 
workers receive in Mymensingh. seed 

5. The Bangabandiu of the 11th August is surprised to hear that the 

The investigation of the dacoity I uspeotor of Police is making a mess of the investi- 
tT SY gation of the dacoity at Telinipara on the receipt 
of a large bribe. 

6. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 11th August reports the 

R following four cases of badmasht in the Mymensingh 
admaski in Mymensingh. distridt sans | has | 

(1) Hajari Kurmi of Mymensingh town complained that Ramsaran Mistri 
one * tried to ravish his wife, Basumati, when he was asleep. Babu 
Sarachchandra Das, Deputy Magistrate, disbelieved the complainant and fined 
him Rs. 30, and, at the same time, bound him down under section 106. 
Hajari’s appeal against this decision has been granted. OR 

2) Bama Vaishnavi of Muktagachha complained to the Joint-Magistrate 
that the writer constable and a constable of the Muktagachha thana had mac 
an immoral proposal to her, and on her declining to accede to their request, they 


The Government's declaration 
about badmashi in Mymensingh. 


made 
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falsely given out that they had a criminal intimacy with her and were in 
the habit 96 1 uently 1 ber. This false report led to the excommunica. 
tion of Rae, Pau prosecuted the complainants under section 500, but the 
Joint-Magistrate dismissed her complaint on the ground that she was too poor 
to be defamed. ‘' ‘ ; 4 A . ‘ 5 aten 
3) Ramnath Dhupi of Singhergram, within the Netrakona subdivision, 
„ that Mahajjat Khan, the village panchayat, had abducted his 
daughter and forcibly ravished her. The girl’s husband also made a similar 
complaint. Maulvi Ajahar twice or thrice issued warrants ae the girl and 
then dismissed the complaint, It is strange that the abducted girl has not yet 
been found out. | ee ; 

(4) Dip Chand Banga lives at Akna, a village very close to = abe 
town. His wife, Syama, is mother of fourteen children. The village 
badmashes first abducted Dip Chand’s first daughter, aged about 22, ravished 
her, and then compelled her to become a common prostitute. Dip Chand 
complained against the badmashes; but instead of getting any redress, he had 
to pay ten rupees as damages. The badmashes next abducted Dip Chand’s 
second daughter, ravished her, and turned her out as a prostitute. Dip 
Chand was assaulted in his attempt to defend his daughter. He complained, 
but was subsequently threatened into ek a compromise. But this was 
not all. One Kadu Shaikh abducted Dip Chand’s wife, and has married 
her in the nika form. The offenders have been prosecuted, and committed 
to the Sessions. But Dip Chand cannot get witnesses to depose in his favour, 
as no one dare to appear against the badmashes. 

Hrravant, 7. The same paper writesas follows with reference to the Government’s 
Aug. 11th, 189%. Government's measures for put- reply to the Raja of Nasipur's interpellation 
ting down badmashi in Mymen- regarding Jadmashs in Mymensingh :— 
singh. Now that the Lieutenant-Governor has made up 
his mind to put down badmasi in Mymensingh, it is expected that the 
badmashes will soon be brought to their senses. It is a regret, however, that, 
among the zamindars and police officers, the two classes of people to whom 
the public look up for protection, there are many who are the cause of the 
prevailing lawlessness. The dadmashes, there is no doubt, count many 

supporters among the zamindars and the police. 


It is true that an attempt has long since been made, and is still being made, 
to put down the badmashes, but how are we to believe that some of the 
zamindars and police officers have not powerfully backed and supported them ? 
It is true that many badmashes have been severely punished, but how are we to 
believe that in no case have innocent people been: punished, the real culprits 
laughing in their sleeves under the protecting wings of their powerful 
9 We have reasons to suspect that in not a few cases the real 
cu 1 have been let off, and innocent people, or people in the service of the 
real culprits, have been punished. 

Let us cite one instance —an old instance. In 1884, one Balai Sardar, of 
Mymensingh, complained to the police that a dacoity had been committed in his 
house. The police reported the case in C Form, and prosecuted Balai under 
the charge of giving false information to the police, iad placed him in hajat, 
where he died. After his death, the dacoits were arrested and convicted, but 


—e was done to the police officers who hushed up the case, reported it as 


e, prosecuted the man in whose house the dacoity was committed, and placed 


him in hajat, where he died. The case is an old one, but it shows how some 
1338 are in the habit of ill- treating innocent people and helping 
culprits. nt 


The Inspectors who have been specially despatched to Mymensingh to put 
down badmashi in that district, should e ear there aie th MHymensingh 
both zamindars and 


police officers who are supporters of dadmashes. It will not 
do merely to severely punish the badmashes in these badmashs cases. Corrupt 
police officers and oppressive zamindars should be put down before any attempt 
to put down badmashi.can be expected to bear fruit, 0G. 
Dacca Puls, 8. The Darca Prakash of the 13th August says:— 2 
3 Violation of female honour does not seem to be 
mansingh. amen y* more prevalent in M mensingh than in Dacca. 


g the last fifteen days, two cases of outrage on 
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women, more horrible than such cases generally are in Mymensingh, have been 
tried at the Dacca Sessions. Many such cases are taking place in the Dacea 
Sessions was only seven in 1896. There was conviction in only five such cases 
in 1897; and among the 28 cases of that nature that were. tried in that district 
last year it is not known whether even one was a case of rape. Cases of this 
nature, reported from Mymensingh, are fewer than those reported in this paper. 
That the number of such cases reported by us does not look very numerous, 
is because we do not refer to the same case again and again. oy a 
9. The same paper learns from a trustworthy\source that a local Police 
Police Sub. Inspector of Sub-Inspector suspended a performance at the 
3 Diamond Jubilee Theatte, and abused the threatre 
authorities in foul lan © because there was some 
delay in providing him with a reserved seat. Tho’ writer does not publish 
this time a long letter received by him complaining of several cases of mis- 
conduct on the part of this officer. | 
10. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 13th August says that itis a disgrace 


to the police fee case of robbery lately com- 


A case of robbery in the mitted in the héuse of Babu Sasibhushan Basu, at 
Hooghly district antraced. Baladband, in tie Haripal thana of the Hooghly 


district, has not yet been traced. But it is not safe to write against the police, 


for it is as vindictive as the keule snake and never fails to bite when an 
opportunity presents itself. 7 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


11. The Samivani of the 10th August says that one Momin Shaik com- 
mitted a most brutal outrage on the wife of 
aoe case of outrage ona woman Jogendra Nath Das of Refaitpur, in the Kushtia 
eee, esa subdivision of the Nadia district. The woman 
was found in the place of occurrence in a senseless condition, with blood 
oozing out of her mouth. On sh be sense, she could say nothing of what 
had happened. ‘I'he police investigated the case and sent up the accused. The 
Subdivisional Officer of Kushtia, however, dismissed the case as false. A 
correspondent of the Indian Mirror says that the Subdivisional Officer dismissed 
the case because the zamindar of the village took up the cause of the complain- 
ant. But the officer should have considered if it was at all possible for a 
respectable woman to bring a false charge of this nature. The correspondent 
has no doubt about the truth of the complaint. ä 
Considering the outrages that badmashes are committing upon women all 
over the Province, people will find it impossible to live if men who have 
actually committed outrages are allowed to escape scot-free. With the corres- 
pondent of the Indian Mirror, the writer asks the District Magistrate of Nadia 
to have the case carefully re-investigated and retried. 
12. The Hitavadi of the 11th August writes that in this case, Babu Mahim 
1 Chandra Ray Chaudhuri, Honorary Magistrate of 
es Poradah, reported the complaint as true, and Babu 
Atul Krishna Ray, the DNN Magistrate, has used worthless arguments to 
contradict Mahim Babu. If the Deputy Magistrate had tried the case patiently 
and cautiously, he would not have acquitted the station-master of Poradah, _ 
13. The MHedini Bandhav srt en e says that b aga 228 
consider whether Babu Umeschandra Sen, who has 
Aoquisition — of deins. proved himself so arbitrary and so devoid of legal 


pore. nowledge and judicial coolness, should continue 
to possess the large powers of Land Acquisition Collector. 
 (d)—Education, 


14, The Bankura Darpan of the 8th August has the following sai 5 
The Vernacular Education Committee has 


The proposed scheme of verna- | 
cular 12— 3 


roposed the very reforms we prayed for in the 


We prayed for three things: Arat, that arrangements should be made for giving 
lessons in agriculture in the primary and middle-class schools; second, that the 


@ « 


ower primary and middle vernacular education. 


Dacoa PrakasH, 
Aug. 13th, 1899.. 
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brains of the children should not bo overtasked and their health broken down by 
the reading of too many books; and, third, that greater care should be taken in 
the compilation of text-books. The Committee’s report deals mainly with these 
three point Paik OAT gt no lug eae. pra 
15. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 9th August says. “4 
| ' © "Tn the new scheme of vernacular education 
The proposed scheme of verna- 3 importance is attached to Science than to 
. migali literature. The proposed 7 education 
will be no stepping-stone to 1 * education. In a poor country like this, the 
introduction of the expensive Kindergarten system seems to sot por impossible, 
Bengali literature will be nipped in the bud by the proposed scheme. It is 
hardly fit for a country with a social structure like ours. | 
16. The Basumati of the 10th August hears complaints against the School 
Sub-Inspector of Patashpur, within the Contai sub- 
* n of division of the Midnapore district. Some time ago 
a Hane CH the writer had to write against this Sub-Inspector. 
It was hoped that he would mend his ways. But that hope has not been 
realised. It is to be hoped that he will this time find his way to correcting 
his character. 


17. The Sanjivani of the 10th August has the following in its second 

The new scheme of vernacular article on the new scheme of vernacular educa- 
education. tion 

The first and foremost point to be noticed in connection with the proposed 

change in the present system of vernacular education is that the regular and 

systematic teaching of the Bengali language, which has so long gone on in the ver- 

nacular schools and pathshalas in these Provinces, will now be discontinued. The 


pupils will only learn to read and write Bengali before they go up for the lower 


primary examination, and though they will after that read a Science primer and 
a moral reader, they will receive no instruction which may enable them to 
understand the language of those books, nor will they be given any opportunity 
of stud yi Bengal literature As for grammar, they will not be required to 
touch it before they obtain promotion to the first class.. They will, indeed, while 
in that class, read a book on literature and at the same time study a little gram- 
mar, but they will not have to read a K rage book on grammar. What the 
object of the proposed arrangements is, has not been clearly explained by the 
Committee. They, it would seem, are of opinion that, as Bengali is the Bengali’s 
mother-tongue, it is not nece for him to go to the trouble of ‘learning it 
regularly and systematically, and that a student who is able to read and write 
Bengali will find no difficulty in understanding Bengali books on Science, 
Chemistry, Zoology and Hygiene. But is this true? Is it not necessary for a 
Bengali boy to carefully study Bengali in order to master it? Our experience 
is, that without a long and systematic study of the Bengali language and gram- 
mar, Bengali students are unable to acquire proficiency in that language. The 
question of higher Bengali literature apart, Bengali boys have to take the 
trouble of carefully learning the language in order to acquire a proficiency even 
in the ordinary language.of Bengali books. SNe 
Bengal is not a small province, nor is Bengali a language which is written 
and spoken over a small area. Nadia Bengali is not the same as Chittagon 


Bengali. It should be borne in mind that from Chota Nagpur to Mymensir F 
and from Julpaiguri to Midnapore one and the same set o . will be 
taught tothe boys. The difference between the language of the Burd wan peasant 
and that of the Noakhali peasant is so great that the one will not understand the 
other. Not to speak of the language of the peasantry, even the language spoken 
by the uneducated bhadralok in Rangpur, Dinajpur, Mymensingh, Chittagong, 
and other out-lying districts is not intelligible to either hich or low class natives 
in Calcutta and the neighbouring places, Anyone possessing the least acquaint- 
ance with the condition of the country must admit that, considering the marked 
differerice that exists between the * of one Bengal district and that of 
another, the proposal to teach one and thé same book on a particular subject to 
hative boys generally over this vast country, and the sons of the agricultural 
Glasses in particular, can only bs given effect to hy making them learn the 
current bock- Bengali by a systematic study of the language. r ab 
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For the last forty years, this polite Bengali introduced hy . Vidyasagar and 


Akshay Kumar Datta has been in use in the schools of the Province, But 
though its use and study has gone on for such a long period, it has not yet 
found admission among the ordinar n The written book - language 
is as unintelligible to them as English. Even the middle-class people have not 
yet been able to master Bengali properly, although they are trying to leart it 
carefully, and a great impetus has been given to its study all over the country. 
The words which are easily understood by the people of the metropolitan 
districts are yet found unintelligible by natives in the mufassal. Vidyasagar’s 
Bodhodaya has now been in use in every Bengali home for upwards of thirty 
years and in the pathsalas from the earliest period in the history of primary 
education in the country ; still, how the simple language of that book is under- 
stood not by the pupils but by the guru mahashayas is shown by the fact that 
a guru mahashay in East Bengal explained the word“ abhyantar, which means 
“within,” by the expression “ in the absence of, because the word is used in 
that part of the country in the latter sense. 3 
nder the existing arrangements, Barna Parichaya, Part II, Sisusikaha, 
Part III, or some such book is read in the lowest classes of the pathsalas; after 
that the boys read a prose reader and a poetical reader and study a little grammar 
and then appear at the lower primary examination; after that, they take two 
years to read Charupath, Padyapath, and other books and go up for the upper 
primary test. It is at this time that they are required to egg, em; text-books 
on Geometry, Physical Science, Hygiene and Agriculture. How these boys, 
who finda difficulty in understanding those text-books even after their four to 
five years’ study of Bengali literature and grammar, can be expected to under- 
stand the language of text-books on Geometry, Physical Science, Zoology, 
Chemistry, and;similar subjects, without any previous training whatever in the 
Bengali language and literature, is something which passes one’s comprehen- 
sion. 


It may be said that the language of the text-books on Science will be made 
simpler under the orders of Government. But what is meant by simple 
language? If it be the spoken language of Calcutta and its neighbourhood, the 
language will be more difficult instead of being less difficult, and people in other 
parts of the country will have to learn it elaborately, The fact is, you may 
make language as simple as possible; you may create a new, simple, polite 
language, but it will not be intelligible to people all over the country. That 
language will have to be carefully learnt as a special subject. If you would 
teach any particular subject to the people of Bengal as a whole, you must see 
that they learn the pure — 1 language first. It is therefore impossible to 
ubolish the teaching of Bengali literature in the vernacular schools. It ma 
be said that the pupils will be taught the Bengali language orally, and then they 
will be required to read the text-books on Science. But is that possible? A 
teacher has to teach at least 30 boys. They belong to different classes, and not 
to one and the same class. He has, moreover, to teach from Barna Parichaya 
to Sitar Banavas. How long will he take to teach all these books to all these 
boys orally ? Again, has any language been ever mastered on the oral method ? 
Is it possible to master a language in that way? Why, then, this attempt to 
abolish Bengali literature from the vernacular schools? 
Ihe chief object of teaching Geometry, Physical Science, Zoology, &c., 
is to develop the understanding and improve and strengthen the mental faculties. 
Is not a study of literature the best means of attaining that object? Is the 
science of language a subject to be slighted? Is not the object of that man’s 
education frustrated who is ignorant of the formation and development of his 
own mother-tongue? Why should nota man make himself acquainted with 
the fundamental principles and the peculiarities of formation of the language 
which he must read, write, and speak all his life, or with its secret treasures 
and the invaluable thoughts of his ancestors to which it gives expression? 
From whatever side the subject may be looked at, it is not proper to 
abolish the study of Bengali literature and grammar from the vernacular 
schools of Bengal. The effects of such abolition, present as well as prospective, 
cannot fail to be disastrous. The Bengali language and literature which, like 
one common bond, enables the Bengalis of the different districts to be known 
as one people will be gradually reduced toa moribund condition. It therefore 
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of vernacular educution, and maintain unaltered the teaching of liter. 2 
ature just as they have left undisturbed the teaching of Arithmetic. == 
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HP; 
in favour of the —— W of ee eduea- 
tion. But there are stronger arguments against it. In appointing the Com- 
mittee, the Government laid down that the object of the primary schools was 
to impart such education as would help boys in earning an independent 
livelihood. There is no gainsaying the statement that itis far more desirable 

or gaining a livelihood than taking to the beaten track 
of driving the quill. But will the proposed scheme of education in any way 
facilitate the gaining of an independent livelihood? It cannot be expected 
that the reading of twelve pages or so of Science, or Chemistry or Zoology 
will enable the student to master an art or industry in such a way as to — 


It is not the children of low- class natives alone that go to the primary 
schools. The children of high-class Hindus are not oe n e. to willingly take 
to learning bamboo-work, which, in this country, is looked upon as the legiti- 
mate occupation of such low-class people as doms and muchis. The new scheme 
undoubtedly militates against Hindu religious injunctions and the traditional 
Hindu sense of honour. It is not also calculated to impart a sound technical 
education to boys. Technical education is impossible without a regular and 
practical training in a workshop. 

Those who have now to complete their education in the vernacular schools 
owing either to poverty or to some other reason can, at present, somehow or 
other, earn a livelihood as a clerk or a pathsala teacher. The new scheme of 
vernacular education will stand in the way of these people earning their bread. 
A few pages of a Science primer will not make them scientists or enable them 
to master any branch of art or manufacture; while their ignorance of such 
subjects as zamindari and mahajani will prevent them from securing employment 
under a zamindar or a merchant. The acquisition of literary knowledge being 
curtailed, it will not be practicable for them to serve as clerks, and the intricacy 


of the new scheme of education will stand in the way of their serving as 
pathsala teachers. 


The new scheme will, moreover, stand in the way of those who, after 
completing their education in the vernacular schools, go to an English school 
to prepare themselves for the University examinations. The new scheme of 
education is decidedly antagonistic to high education, and its introduction will 
lay the axe at the root of that education. At present a student in a vernacular 
school reads History, Geometry, Mathematics, &c., in his mother-tongue, and 
can therefore easily master those subjects in English. It is these boys who 


shine best in the Entrance examination, The Head Masters of Entrance schools 
will testify to the correctness of this statement. 


The new scheme of education embraces a literature reader to be valued at 
four annas for the use of the students of middle vernacular schools. This 


book is to contain literary and moral lessons in prose as well as in verse, and 


also grammar and lessons on pe Ptr It is superfluous to say that the 
insertion of so large a variety of subjects within so small a compass will not 
2 the ee 1 literary 28 an be affair. 3 the study of 

istory and Geography, twenty-five pages of Geography and fifty-five pages 
of History will not help the student much in a — Eatariesl And geogra- 
phical knowledge. This is also the case with Math atics. It is, therefore, 
quite clear that the new scheme will not be of any help to the student in 
qualifying himeelf for the University examinations. The consequence of ‘this 
will be that the children of the upper and well-to-do classes will at once get 
themselves admitted into Entrance schools. The status of middle English and 
middle vernacular schools will therefore undergo a deterioration. Under the 
new scheme the works of Vidyasagar and Akshay Kumar will no longer be 
bela 04 this will seriously impede the ‘acquisition of a knowledge of the 
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iring a knowledge of his mother- tongue. The Calcutta University has 
sale ‘arennguinediie r special and special rewards for 
ing the study of Bengali in the F. A. and B. A. classes, but at the same 


of their mother-tongue. Let us hope that those who have an respect for 
their mother-ton 3 not remain idle or indifferent, but will combine and 
agitate against this mischievous scheme of education. Let them hold public 
meetings in different places and draw the Government's attention to the 
mischievous nature of the proposed scheme. : Ee 
The courses fixed by the Committee are all annual courses. They will 
remain in force for a year and a year only. In the case of a few te 
only, a portion is to be read in the second and another portion is to be read 
in the third class. At present the candidates for the middle vernacular or the 
middle English scholarship examination have to complete their course in two 
ears. If even this arrangement does not make the en of text-books sit 
ightly on their shoulders, it will be advisable to reduce the number of pages of 
all text-books. But it will not be advisable to bring about a revolution in the 


existing system of education. 
10. The Bangavasi of the 12th August has the following :— 


The constitution of the Committes.— Experts in 
The new scheme of vernacular almost all the subjects discussed by the Committee, 
— with the exception of Hygiene, were among its 
members. This made the constitution of the Committee defective. It would 
have been well to appoint a ene, f expert like Dr. K. P. Gupta, or Dr. Gregg, 
to the Committee. Ex perience and Science are not, moreover, the monopoly 
of Government servants. There are many non-official gentlemen who would 
have best adorned the Committee. The absence of such men on the Committee, 
no doubt, prejudicialiy affected its independence. The members of the Com- 
mittee, as it was constituted, were all directly or indirectly subordinate to its 
President, and naturally looked up to him for favour. It was not possible for 
any of them to st against thc President’s opinions or to assert any opinions 
antagonistic to his. This want of independence was another serious defect in 
the constitution of the Committee, we shall try to show how this defect 
has vitiated the Committee’s report. We do not, of course, mean to find fault 
with the members of the Committee. They are undoubtedly experts 
subjects, and their equals are most probably not to be found in this country. 
They are the glory of their country, and we have already praised them. But 
for the two defects mentioned above, the constitution of the Committee would 
have been perfeetly faultless. ean . 

Science and Science readere.—Will young boys be able to master so many 
subjects? This is the question asked everywhere. They are at present 
required to study one or two branches of Science, but even these they cannot 
master. It is asked whether the study of so many branches of Science will 
benefit the boys in any way. Literature, it is also urged, is going to be 
abolished, but how will the boys. be able to understand Science without any 
knowledge of literature? A careful study of the report, however, will dispel 
the ehension * in these questions. | 

aragraph 9 of the report clearly states that there is no intention of 
teaching or attempting to teach such subjects as Chemistry, Physics, Natural 
History, &c., as pi 4 to the children who attend the vernacular schools,” 
and that ‘‘all that can be done is to present in a homely way some of the 
simpler and more important facts and truths of Sciences. In other words, the 
Science primers will, in a manner, be literature primers, and the boys will read 
Science as literature. Bodhoday, the immortal monument of Vidyasagar’s keen 
intelligence and mature experience of juvenile education, is as a matter of fact, 
a Science primer in a literary garb. In our opinion, the object of the Committee 
will be best served if Science primers are written on the lines of Bodhoday. In 
this book many scientific principles are explained in such a and easy lan- 
guage that even young ys can understand them. . But Science has made a 
wonderfully rapid since Vid 
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how written on 


y is expected to be free from those defects 


which have naturally crept into it, We mention the name of Bodheday 


in their 


gar wrote his book. A Science primer 
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advisedly, for the object of the Government is not likely to be fulfilled 
without adopting it as a model for the text-books it wants. But there is 
one thing to be considered. There are few among us who have the e 
rience, literary facility, and ability of Vidyasagar. We fear lest the noble 
object of the Government be frustrated for want of able and qualified 
writers of text-books. Those who are versed in Science and are practised 
writers in English will not probably come forward to write Bengali text. 
books, Those, again, who are expert Bengali writers, may not venture to 
write Science primers in Bengali, It will be very difficult to find both these 
qualifications—scientific knowledge and literary ability—combined in one 
and the same person. We have come across scientific text-books written 
by scientific experts, which are read in vernacular schools; but we would not 
ike to see them in the hands of schoolboys as literature primers. Such books 
can be tolerated when there are separate literature primers. But they cannot 
replace literature primers. An exclusive reading of suchtext-books will keep 
the student absolutely ignorant of literature; he will feel himself entirely at 
sea if required to write a simple letter. To use a figure of speech, literature is 
the life, if Science is the physical frame of knowledge. Without. life, the body 
will be a mass of dead matter. Science should be taught without sacrificing 
literature, and this is, no doubt, the object of the Government, and with this 
object we have the fullest sympathy. But it will be impracticable, if not impos- 
sible, to carry out this object. But there is another difficulty to be confronted. 
The Government is ignorant of Bengali, and it must have to be guided by 
Bengali-knowing native gentlemen. But if the Committee to be appointed for 
the examination and selection of text-books benot an independent body, the 
noble object of the Government will be sadly frustrated, and education will 
undergo great deterioration. There is one thing, again, in the report which has 
given rise to serious misgivings in our mind. The books might be written,” 
says the report, in any vernacular used in Bengal, but a very full type- 
written summary of the contents in English should be submitted with each 
book.” Now, it will not be advisable to judge of the merits of a book from 
its contents as is probably intended. A primer may be very good from the 
scientific point of view, but may be very bad from the literary point of view. 
It will, therefore, be necessary to take on the Committee non-official gentle- 
men well versed in Bengali literature and composition, 

If Science primers are written on the lines suggested above, and are 
approved by a Committee formed in the above-mentioned manner, young boys 
will be able to easily understand and master their contents. 2 furnished 
with the scientific knowledge imparted by these books, they will be able in 
future to understand the secret of any trade or calling which they 2 
afterwards adopt. It is the teaching of Science in the primary schools 
which has led to the commercial a industrial prosperity of Germany, 
Belgium, Holland and France. It is with the hope that the imparting of 
scientific knowledge may produce equally beneficial results in this country that 
the Government has proposed to teach Science in our primary schools. Buta 
tree may yield sweet fruits in one country, and sour fruits in another, and this 
consideration has led many gentlemen of light and leading to entertain serious 
doubts about the future of the proposed scheme. But there will be no cause for 
fear or suspicion if Science primers are written cn the lines suggested by us. 

The Committee has taken great pains to lay down a gradually-progessive 
syllabus of Science for the vernacular schools. There is very little to find 
fault with in this syllabus. But will it not be advisable to leave out the 
teaching o = 15 and electricity in the first two classes of a middle vernacular 
school? Will it not be much better to teach only a little more Science to the 
boys 1 these classes than what is prescribed for the boys of the lower 

In the syllabus of Agricultural Science no mention has been made of cowdung 
as a manure, We do not know whether this omission has been. willingly or 
unwillingly made; but, in our opinion, this syllabus ought to have been as full 
as other syllabuses. In the 8 abus of Natural History the teacher is requested 
to teach the student how to distinguish the four different breeds of dogs from 
one another. In a Bengali primer written for Bengali boys such a lesson need 


not be given, 
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It is almost impracticable for one and the same person to write a book 
dealing with all the different branches of Science. Different writers will have 
to write different portions of the same primer, and all them may not possess 
the same literary ability. Who will secure @ uniformity in the writings of 
these different writers? To secure such a uniformity one is required to be 
conversant with all the subjects dealt with in a book. But where are we to 

et such a man? It is, therefore, ae that there should be different text- 
ks on different branches of Science. ‘This is the case in the Central Pro- 
vinces, which has supplied Mr. Pedler with a model for the recasting of the 
existing system of vernacular education in Bengal. 584 
20. The Dacca Gazette of the 14th August has the following in continua- 
tion of what it wrote on the same subject in its 
last issue: , 
The new subjects, the teaching of which the 
Committee proposes to introduce into this country, are, in the Committee’s own 
opinion, unknown to the Indian public. ‘Thisis why the Committee recommends, 
in paragraph 18 of the report, as the second preliminary to the introduction of 
the new scheme—‘the training of gx stare, | Pandits, Sub-Inspectors, and 
Deputy Inspectors of Schools, who will have to be familiarised with the methods 
of teaching now proposed to be adopted. They may be invited to see actual 
work under the syllabus in the training schools for a week or ten days, and 
with the help of the knowledge thus gained, they can be expected to aid the 
teachers in introducing the system.” The system of education which Inspectors 
will be given only ten days to learn, will not certainly become familiar to 
them. But if it take the Inspectors only ten days to be familiarised with the 
new system of education, it will not take the students more than a month to be 
familiarised with it. Why, then, sacrifice the teaching and study of literature 
for the acquisition of such a small amount of knowledge? The Committee has 
copied the system of primary education prevailing in England; but it has not 
en into consideration the scope and extent of the high education given in 


The new scheme of vernacular 
education. 


that country. In England education does not begin and end in the school as 


in India. Want of money will stand in the way of the English system of 
education being introduced into this country. This want of money will also 


revent the appointment of qualified teachers. The reading of a solitary hand- 
— will not produce teachers qualified to give effect to the new scheme of 
education. ‘This being the case, it will not be a wise policy to interfere with 
the existing system of education. 

In paragraph 18 of its report the Committee recommends, as the first 
preliminary to the introduction of the new scheme, “the immediate introduc- 
tion of teaching the new subjects into training schools, so as to enable them to 
turn out rapidly teachers qualified to take up school-work under the new 
system.” Is a normal school a machine, and is it to manufacture dummy 
teachers? At present a student of a normal school has to read three years 
before he can complete his course and qualify himself for the final examina- 
tion, after the passing of which he is declared qualified to teach middle-school: 
boys. Teachers cannot be prepared by the normal schools with electric speed, 
before the existing system of education in force in those schools is radically 
changed. We are therefore of opinion that it will not be advisable to hold the 
vernacular examination under tbe new scheme so early as the year 1902. The 
new system can on no account be introduced without changing the normal 
school system of education and without increasing the qualifications of the. 
existing teachers. In aph 20 of its report ‘the 
“inefficiency which is to be found in the work of many teachers in pri and 
other schools in Bengal.“ We have already said that the teachers of primary 
schools are men of very little education. They have nothing to do with the 
normal schools. i 

It will not, therefore, do to change only the normal school system of educa- 
tion. Something must be done for the education of the E The reading of 
the teacher's manual will not stand them in good s 


education should therefore be introduood in the middle vernacular schools, along 

witb its introduction in the normal schools. 
The existing burden of textshooks on the shoulders of the normal school 

students is not easily bearable, A student passing the middle yernacular 


Committee refers to the: 


The new m of 


1 31 


Dacoa GazkETTE, 
Aug. 14th, 1899. 


50 
1 
3 


PRATIVASI, 
Aug. 14th, 1899. 


¢ 600 ) 


scholarship examination under the new scheme will not be able to get himself 
admitted , Bes the normal school. To require a normal school student to 
acquire a knowledge of now subjects you will have either to curtail the course 
of study, or to increase the period of study. The existing normal school cure 
is a small one, and to curtail it will be to cireumscribe the eke Olge at 
the stadent—a course which will not be approved by a well-wisher of the 
country. The only alternative left is, therefore, to increase the period of 
study, and this will make the Government incur additional expenditure, In 
our opinion, the period of study in normal schools should be increased at least 
one year, and the normal school student should be required to study 
iology, Astronomy, Zoology, Agriculture, Hygiene and Geology. Agn- 
* — should: be carefully taught in these schools; for the teachers of verna- 
cular schools are required by the Goverument to be well conversant with 
agriculture. These teachers should also be taught the science of breeding 
animals. In fact, a school teacher should be as omniscient as a ne 
editor. Otherwise, he will not be able to honestly maintain his prestige in the 
eyes of the students. He will have either to admit his ignorance, and make 
himeelf ridiculous, or will have to willingly convey wrong information to the 
students. | 
It will, in faet, be as ridiculous to introduce the English system of educe- 
tion into this country without providing for efficient teachers to give effect 
to it, as it will be to cover one’s loins with a piece of rag while covering one’s 
body with a coat, and one’s head with a hat. It will be useless to in ce the 
English system of education, and at the same time to entrust the carrying ont 
of this system to imperfectly educated teachers. If you really wish to improve 
the status of the vernacular schools; if you wish to see the people of this 
country really deserving of the name of man; if your educational policy be not 
actuated by a political motive; if you wish to increase educational expenditure 
because you have increased military expenditure and expenditure on other heads, 
or if you wish to increase educational expenditure by curtailing expenditare on 
other heads, then it will not be advisable to cireumscribe the acquisition of 
knowledge by introducing the new scheme without first modifying it. The 
introduction of the new scheme of education will reflect great discredit on the 
Government; will increase the discontent of the people. The people will 
remain in dark ignorance, and their superstition will now and then breed great 
disturbance. e need not tell the Government that it is far easier to govern 
a people wise and able than a people idle and ignorant. What is at the root of 
these ‘cooly scandals, these riots following in the wake of the attempts of the 
Government to 1322 the spread of epidemio diseases? 
21. The Prativast of the 14th August says that Parker’s r 
University matters. Chich has been appointed as a text-book for the 
nn B. A. examination of this year, is not available in 
the market. The booksellers say that it will not be available till September 
next. It would be better, under these circumstances, to allow plucked students 
to read Lockyer’s book. ——— 
It is hardly à reasonable arrangement to appoint one person to set 
questions, and ten others to examine the answers to those questions. There 
is said to be a head examiner, who directs the other examiners in the 
work of ezamining the papers. In other words, the subordinate examiners 
have to bow implicitly to the dictum of the head examiner. Under such an 
arrangement, the examination of candidates with different degrees of strictness, 
is enevitable. | oa 
A eingular want of discrimination is also displayed in the selection of 
ezaminers. Last year, every beardless M. A. was fortunate. enough to be 
inted an examiner. The promotion of examiners does not also seem to be 
regulated by any fixed rule; for a man who is appointed an examiner in the 
Entrance examination one year is found to be an examiner in the First Arts 
Examination the very next year. The offices of paper-setters. also seem to 
be the monopoly of eertain gentlemen. For past, M D 
Haraprasad Sastri has been the paper-setter in t, in the F. A. and B. 4. 
examinations. The questions set by him are of. such a nature that a candidate 
can pass in his paper without taking the trouble of Aline Sanskrit Grammar, 


or, for the matter of that, even the commentary of ath, if he is only a 


SPSS F 2 


6801) 


little strong in English. ‘The examiners in Mathematics in the Entrance and 
First Arts examinations also set too easy ques@Oma, . 
The Reyd.' Dr. Macdonald bas been an exeminer in the B. A. and M. A. 

examinations for the last ten years. The questions set by him have a 
tendency to encourage cram and yet he continues to be appointed an 
examiner. — 2 fF V 

Dr. Asutosh Mukhopadhyaya, perhaps, finds no time in the midst of his 
multiferious avocations to _— his mathematical studies. The questions 
set + in the paper on ematics, in the last Premchand Roychand 
Scholarship examination, did not show much abi ty. 
The ds of Studies are alao very of their duties. I it had 
not been 80, a book so full of errors as Dr. Tae Conic Sections 
could not have been appointed a text-book, and Gardiner's History could not 
have been substi for Green’s History in the curriculum for the B. A. 
examination. Has the attention of the Board been directed to the 
headed “ Waverley,’ in Hutton’s Life of Scott? Has it considered how staff. is 
a portion of the first chapter of “Self-Culture”? How is it that Tennyson's 
‘‘Aylmer’s Field” has been appointed a text-book in preference to far superior 
pieces by that poet ? : 

No one will pay any heed to our cry for reform so long as the present 
constitution of the Senate and the Syndicate remain unchanged, and so long as 
the affairs of the University are conducted by lawyers unconnected with educa- 
tional work. The Municipal Commissioners, whose zeal, ability, and sense of 
duty cannot be questioned b 9 have been deprived of their powers. 
But no one is found to attend to the reform of the University whose irregu- 
larities are talked of by everybody. 8 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Adminisira tion. 


22. The Burdwan Sanpivani of the 8th A says that, for some years, the 
1 Commigsioners of the Burdwan Municipality worked 
ee ee in a harmonious spirit, but party-feeling and mutual 
vilification are now increasing among them everyday. Their proceedings 
are found to be marked more and more by malice, arrogance and perversity. . 
Ever since the introduction of Local Self-Government in Burdwan, Rai 
Nalinaksha Basu Bahadur has been the municipal Chairman, with the exception 
of a period of three years. He has sacrificed his time, profession and health 
to the work of the municipality, and his services have been recognised by 
Government by the grant of the title of Rai Bahadur. It is ‘owing to him 
that the Burdwan Municipality has been recognised by Government as a model 
municipality. For these services of his he has been rewarded by the Commis- 
sioners with a vote of eensure which has been passed in his absenee. Every 
man of education and independence in Burdwan is surprised at this conduct of 
the Commissioners, There would have been nothing to be surprised at in this 
if the Commissioners had been a lot of ignorant and insignificant people. But 
there are among them pleaders, Ackims, doctors, zamindars, engineers, and 
merchants. That such people have acted in this manner shows that we are not 
yet fit for self-government. 3 
And what, after all, was Nalin Babu's offence? Nothing but that the 
filtered water supplied from the water-works was found to be muddy. Nalin 
Babu did not of course supply muddy water with tho set — of injuring 
the rate-payers, and there must be good reasous for his failure to attend to 
complaints on the above head. But granting that he was guilty of neglect of 
duty in that matter, did such neglect justify a sentence of hanging? For the 
punishment inflicted upon him is as cruel as that of ing in the oase of a 
person who has spent the best part of his life in the work of the ye 
and who has sacrificed his health in his zeal for its improvement. | Babu Nali- 
naksha being now laid up with illness, ought not the Municipal Commissioners 
9 a eee ee. till he gat well? pgp Om ; 
A correspondent of the same paper, ‘writi m anagar, says 
„ that lately 4 found on the road the dead body of a 
888 Wer. Calf, which appeared to have died only a short time 
before. On making enquiries of a woman who sat by, he learnt that the ealf 
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had come out of the local pound; drunk its fill of water in the Banka, and soon 
— dropped down dead with a swollen stomach. The ndent surmise 
that the calf got very thirsty, having got no water in the pound, and therefore 
drank itself to death. He draws the attention of the Local Board to the 
tter. 
15 24. The Charu Mihir of the 8th August complains of the bad drainage 
‘ch Manicipality, of the Mymensingh Municipality. The drains 
The Mymensingh Municipality. cause the greatest inconvenience to the residents 
in the rainy season. There are houses in the town, round which water remains 
standing for three or four days after a shower. The drains, near the Jubilee 
Gh&t and in some places in the Chhota Bazar, are in a quite useless condition. 
The bad drainage of the town is the cause of the fever epidemic, which visits 
it every rainy season. * 5 
Why the Mymensingh 1 is not doing its work as it should, is 
because its Chairman, Babu Srikantha Sen, lives away from town, on private 
business or for other reasons, for about eight months in the year. It is one of 
the principal duties of the Chairman to listen to the complaints and grievances 
of the rate-payers, and do his best to remove them. But Srikantha Babu can- 
not do it for want of time. Much was expected of Srikantha Babu. But as 
he has disappointed the rate-payers, he ought to resign. aos 
25. The same paper says that certain Pleader Commissioners of the 
Gk Chittagong Municipality appeared for the ferryman 
r of Suti Mahmud, in certain cases instituted against 
: “sng him by the municipality. It is shameful for those 
who cannot overcome the temptation of earning a few rupees to pretend to 
represent the public. It was, therefore, very pertinently proposed by a Com- 
missioner that those Commissioners who had pleaded for the ferryman in the 
law court should not be allowed to express any opinion on the question in the 
municipal meetings: With a view to prevent a violent quarrel, the Civil 
Surgeon did not allow the resolution to be put to the vote. But the public have 
a right to complain against those representatives of theirs who have gone against 
them. 
26. The Basumati of the 10th August refers to the resolution passed by the 
Tho charge of corruption against Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta, requesting 
the Municipal Commissioners of the Government to state its reasons for charging 
Calcutta. the Commissioners with corruption, and mention the 
names of those Commissioners, who are in its opinion corrupt. Forty-five 
elected Commissioners supported the resolution, but the Hon’ble Mr. Oldham 
observed that the Government could not make confidential information publio, 
and there was, in fact, no use in making it public. The Government deprived 
the Bhagalpur Division of the right of election on the ground that bribery 
was freely resorted to in the Bhagalpur election. The Government, however, 
did not give out the reasons on which its conclusion was based. It is not 
bound to give out its reasons. The Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta 
would have done well not to have carried the matter so far. They would have 
done well if they had resigned in a body when Sir Alexander Mackenzie accused 
them of corruption. But it is now too late to mend their mistake. It is no 
use crying over spilt milk. | * 
27. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 11th August complains that 
the ferry contractor of the Kushtia ferry ghät on 
the Gorai has kept an old and worn-out boat, which 
the passengers themselves have to ply. This causes great delay and incon- 
venience to the passengers, It is hoped that the authorities will hold an 
omy: and remove the inconvenience of the passengers by erecting a shed for 
them, by appointing rowers to ply the boat, and by compelling the sardar to 
purcha 


A ferry complaint. 


se a new boat for the use of passengers. 
28. A correspondent of the Prativasi of the 14th August complains that. 
8 the khai at pres in the Patna district, having 


the Patna district, been _— up w Wee Eren a years ne 
f „ prevent any gap in the road from Si nj to 
Trimahani, the drainage of 25 to 30 villages has been cbetensted., and the 


villages have become su many hot-beds of malaria, The members of the Local 
Board attend to the wants of only their own villages, and there being no 


. 
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resident of Bhadraghat on the Board, it is not found to attend to its grievances. 
Only half the sum realised from these villages in the shape of road-cess will be 
enough to remedy the evil. 1 


(g)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. | 


29. The Sanpivani of the 10th August says that, considering the frequency 
Prevention of outrages on of ere whi KY a" yt E i 
2 — in railway carriages, it is no longer safe to let 
W e women . alone in the carriages reserved for 
them. As it is not also convenient for women to travel in the same compart- 
ment with men, a correspondent of the Indian Mirror suggests that family 
compartments” should be provided in railway trains. But as such com 
ments cannot be availed of by common people on account of their cost, it would 
be better, instead of providing separate carriages in each train for female 
passengers, as is done at present, or jacting upon the suggestion of the Indian 
Mirror’s correspondent, to keep one or more separate compartments for female 
passengers in the carriage for male passengers, and to let the male companions 
of female passengers travel in compartments next to those occupied by their 
female relatives. An arrangement like this will be effective against badmashi. 
30. The Tripura Hitaishi of the 14th August complains of the harm caused 
sha = agriculture in the villages, Kaichapukur, Padna, 
8 banal in ine Salagadi, Bahargarha, Mishtola, Abdulapur, Nilakhi, 
Gachbarhia, Krishnapur, Dhanij 2 Durgapur, 
Kheyais, Gopalnagar, Mandira, Bagaigram, Kachnai, Gandhachi, Saruppur, Sri- 
rampur, Bangalmurhi, Nalghar, Tarapuskarani, Yaspur, Narayanpur, Chandpur, 
&c., by the construction of two bunds in a navigable canal in the Chauddagram 
thana, in the Tippera district, called Durga Charan Dewan’s canal, one at 
Khamarpur, and the other at Meshtala Munshirhat. In the rainy season, water 
cannot find its way out on account of the bunds, and so goes on accumulating 
in the above villages, thereby destroying the crops. It is hoped that the 
Magistrate will take notice of the matter, and after due enquiry will order the 
immediate removal of the bunds. 


(h)— General, 


31. The Sanjivani of the 10th August says that at one time the post of 
i a nee PIG oH 2 of Stam ＋ and N ue 
Tos St. u Permtendent oF used to be filled up with men taken from the ranks 
Stamps and Stationery, Calcutta. f District Superintendents of Police. But as the 
men so appointed failed to give satisfaction, Government decided to give the 
post to experienced Deputy Magistrates. The latter discharged their duties 
with efficiency. Recently, however, in order to provide for Mr. Gayer, Govern- 
ment took away the post from Deputy Magistrates and gave it to that 
gentleman. A lead protest was made against the appointment, and it was 
hoped that a popular ruler like Sir John Woodburn would revert to the old 
practice. But that hope has been disappointed. Mr. Gayer has gone on leave, 
and Government has appointed Mr. St. Leger, a District Superintendent of 
Police, to officiate for him, thus reverting to a practice which was condemned 
and given up by previous Lieutenant-Governors., 
32. The Hailakandi correspondent of the same paper writes as follows: 
Mr. Lees, manager, and Mr. Ross, assistant 
3 Ross against the Assam manager, of the Mohanpur tea-garden, have 
gers. : . f ; 
written in the Englishman newspaper, making serious 
allegations against the residents of Bahadurpur and Ratanpur—villages situated 
near their garden—and have obtained from the Government four military police- 
men on the representation that without such help peace could not be maintained. 
The representation on which the services of he policemen have been secured 


is entirely false. Ratanpur, Bahadurpur, Bhajandipur, Nitainagar, and Mohan- 
pur are the five villages adjacent to the Barnibridge garden of Mr. Lees and 
the Mohanpur garden of Mr. Ross. It is an utterly false statement that the 
residents of these villages have settled in their present homes after their 
expulsion from Cachar on account of their implication in theft, dacoity, and 
riot cases. The truth is, that the villagers are cultivators who obtained miras 
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of their lands from the former rulers of Cachar and have been living in 
— i from time immemorial and are called mirasdors. Mr. Ross tore 
that, with firearms, these villagers always wander about in an aggressive 
attitude; that they come to cut bamboos, armed with rifles, and that they are 
a most insolent lot of men. We find it difficult to contain our 
we hear such a description given of these villagers. We doubt if there are 
anywhere else a set of people more gentle and cowardly than the Cachar 
Musalmans. From a long experience of the place we are able to say that there 
have not been there more than half-a-dozen cases of rioting with deadly 
weapons within the last decade; and in the villages, named above, there has 
not been a single case of serious rioting within the five or six years. If 
these villagers had really been men of the character which has been given to 
them by Mr. Ross and in the habit of going about armed with rifles or 
revolvers, would Mr. Ross have escaped so easily as he did, when he killed one 
of them and arrested some others for cutting bamboos on their own land? 

The public may not see through Mr. Ross’s motive in making false allega- 
tions against the villagers: but we know it. His object is to put the 
authorities on the wrong scent, so that the villagers and none but the villagers 
may be made liable on the occurrence of disturbances. Mr. Ross, it is true, 
got some of the villagers convicted in two or three cases for cutting away 
bamboos from land which was alleged by him to be within his garden 
boundaries. But he did not state all the facts. The jungle belonging to the 
garden and the jungle belonging to the villagers are conterminous. The land 
which is claimed by Mr. , as is also claimed by the villagers. It is because 
he got some of the villagers convicted on charges of stealing bamboos from 
this disputed land, that he calls them thieves and dacoits, and has got military 

licemen to protect his garden against them. The villagers cannot now 
- wo to go even to their own jungle. Many of them are willing to sell their 
jungle and all else and go elsewhere. The villagers are living in great 
anxiety. The recent case has quite undone them, They will consider them- 
selves greatly favoured, if the Chief Commissioner makes a personal enquiry 
into the allegations made against them by Messrs. Ross and Lees. 


III.—LEGIsLATIVE. 


33. The Sanjivani of the 10th August writes as follows in the course of 
an article headed Why this farce? What harm 
in stopping this play?“ 

In the Legislative Councils the members who 
vote for the Government constitute the majority. The four or five members 
who are the representatives of the people owe their seats solely. to the favour 
of Government. If you pooh-pooh their reasonable representations on the 
strength of your numerical majority; if on every occasion you say that it is 
you who have made men of the Bengalis, that this — is to be governed 
according to your wish and inclination, that the people must submit with 
bowed heads to whatever the Government of India may choose to order, then, 
why this farce, we ask? What necessity was there of abandoning the old 
poe and giving the representatives of the people admission into the 

gislative Council? Why keep up the pantomime of a Legislative Council for 
er, and cause a wasteful expenditure of eloquence and money to no 
purpose 


__ The Lieutenant-Governor made a most dangerous statement. His Honour 
said: ‘A dissatisfied party appeals from the High Court to the Privy Council, 
But if the Privy Council decides against him, he may personally consider the 
decision ary but there is no more to be said or done. That is the case 
here. There has been an appeal to a tribunal whose impartiality none can 
impugn, and that tribunal * * © has given its judgment. To 
that judgment we must conform * «„ „ 0 So far from 


this measure being a death-blow to Local Self-Government it i the test 
help that Local Self- Government can possibly receive.” * h 


Sir John Woodburn desires to introduce a very dangerous principle, 
namely, that whatever the Government of India may choose to lay down 
should be given the force of law without protest. hen there is no need, 


“Why this farce? What harm 
in stopping this play? 
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of keepi the farce of a Legislative Council. It had its use so 
oe 1 the 3 hed an impression that laws were passed in consultation 
with the members of the islative Councils. It is now known that their 
opinions are of no value and that the orders of the Government of India must 
be accepted with bowed heads. 


34, The Hitavadi of the 11th August has the following :-— 
-einal Bill To use a Bengali proverb, just as a drop of 
The Caleatta Municip’ @ow’s urine spoils a deer, can 4 milk, A* one, 
only one thi iled the Viceroy's honest intention, and frustrated all our 
— a and 4 Be ing from * experience of Local Self-Government, 
we may as well say that we need no longer entertain any hope about it. The 
Lieutenant-Governor has given us no cause to entertain any such hope. 
The Lieutenant-Governor's remarks regarding the finality of the decision 
of the Government of India have come upon us like a thunderbolt. With 
high hope and expectation, we besought Lord Curzon to reconsider his decision, 
and we never dreamt that his decision was final, and that it was hopeless to 
expect it to be modified. If we had known this before, we would not have 
been so hopeful, so sanguine of success, when we gratefully approached the 
Viceroy with the prayer that he would kindly reconsider his decision. We 
cannot hope anything more now. The Lieutenant-Governor has dispelled 
all our hopes. We are, indeed, rendered hopeless. 


35. Referring to the Telegraphic Press Messages Bill, the Bharat Mitra 
of the llth August observes that the Government 
The Telegraphic Press Messages ig going to pass a law depriving the Native Press 
ge of the advantage of copying the foreign news 
which are published in the Anglo-Indian papers, within 36 hours of their 
publication. Perhaps no such measure has up to this been adopted in 
England. It is, therefore, a matter of regret that the British Government 
should do to us what it does not like to do to its British subjects in England. 
To tell the truth, news once published ought to be considered as public property. 
One can, therefore, communicate such news to his friends by word of mouth 
as well as by written correspondence. 


* 


VI. - Miso LANEO Us. 


36. The Basumati of the 10th August has the following :— 

Bishop Whitehead, in a recent speech in Eng- 
land, said that the Oxfrod Mission in Calcutta had 
adopted two means of Christianising the educated 
natives of Calcutta, These are (1) the publication of a missionary paper, called 
the Epiphany, and (2) the opening of a hostel in Calcutta for Hindu boys who 
live according to Hindu methods, but are under missionary supervision. Accord- 
ing to Bishop Whitehead, this missionary supervision is calculated to instil 
Christian principles into the minds of the boarders. | 

In our opinion, the methods of evangelisation adopted by the Christian 
missionaries are not calculated to help in the spread of the Gospel among the 
educated natives of India. People adopt a new religion either out of fear or out 


The Christianisation of India. 


of cupidity. It was the sword which compelled low-class Hindus to adopt Islam. 


It is starvation which now and then compels low-class Hindus to adopt Chris- 
tianity. During the rule of the Musalman Emperors, if a Brahman adopted 
Islam, he was at once made an Imam and was given chakran lands. If 
intelligent and able, he could even aspire to become a fauedar or subadar, It 
a Rajput adopted Muhammadanism, he was at once made a Khan and was 
given a high post in the army. But what is a high-class Hindu to gain by 
adopting Chiristianity ? A Hindu convert to Christianity has to make great 
sacrifice, He cannot mix freely with Hindus and cannot also mix freely with 
Europeans. What has Babu Kalicharan Banerjee gained, from the worldly 
point of view, by adopting Christianity? The methods which proved 
successful in the * of Islam are not likely to prove successful in the spread 


of Christianity. It will not do to preach religion in India on commercial lines. 


No policy will succeed in religion: cold calculation has never been of any 
account in the spread of religion in India. Those who are Christians to-day 
may become Vaishnavs to-morrow. 
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37. The Hitaradi of the 11th August writes as follows :— ; 
a Babu Dinesh 8 2 himself ! 
and faithfully to the stu Bengali literature. 

222 — and has won l fair reputation by writing @ — 
hensive history of that lit rature. He is now, however, an invalid and has been 
compelled to give up teaching, which was the only source of his income. If the 
Government grants hima pension, it will not only help a deserving author, but 
will encourage poor Bengali authors in general and promote the growth and 
development of B i literature. Let us hope that this our humble appeal to 
a sympathetic ruler like Sir John Woodburn will not go in vain. * 

38. The same paper writes as follows :— . 
. 1 against the seven villagers 
N ohanpur r. Ross is not yet over. In his 
„ deposition Mr. Ross R to have prevaricated, 
for the Court made the following remark: —“ I sball make you stand in the 
witness · box if you go on like this. You are simply wasting time by your pre- 
varication.” it is in the case brought against this Mr. Ross, that the Englishman 
called the Bengalis great liars, and even Mr. Ross did not hesitate to re-echo 
the sentiments of the Eaglishman in the columns of that paper. O tempora! 
O mores ! 


Urntya PAPERS. 


39. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 31st May approves of the resolution 

. of the Chief Commissioner of Assam whereby one 

scoot teachers in Government gon of each of the teachers in the Government schools, 

drawing salaries below Rs. 50, is made a free 

student, if prosecuting his studies in one of those schools, and observes that it 
will give great relief to the poorly-paid teachers. 

40. The Utkaldipika of the 3rd June grumbles that the gun which was 

8 being fired every noon according to the local time 

a: galas ee to regulate clocks and watches in Cuttack town, 

has since been made to keep Madras time, and this has, according to the 

writer, 8 a source of public inconvenience, which he prays should be 
removed in no time. 

41. The Oriya and Navasamvad of the 7th June is sorry to notice that 
some mehters of the Balasore town are engaged in 
the criminal practice of killing cattle belonging to 
others and of appropriating their skins to their own use by selling them to 
purchasers at cheap rates. i 

42. The same paper complains that there is a great want of drinking- 

Drinkin 5 ; water in the Balasore town, and that the local 
g-water in Balasore town. authorities should take immediate steps to 
remove it. 


Balasore mehters. 
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